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Letter  from  the  Mayor 


From  the  pounding  surf  at  Ocean  Beach, 
to  the  wooded  hollows  of  McLaren  Park, 
to  the  foggy  heights  of  Twin  Peaks,  San 
Francisco  has  been  blessed  with  one  of 
the  most  beautiful  settings  on  the  planet 
And  all  of  us  have  the  responsibility  to 
make  sure  that  we  leave  our  city  beauti- 
ful, for  the  generations  that  follow  us. 

To  achieve  this  goal  the  citizens,  community  groups  and  the  public 
sector  of  San  Francisco  must  work  together  to  revitalize  our  neigh- 
borhoods, promote  sustainable  economic  development,  and 
improve  our  environment. 

On  Earth  Day  2000,  I called  on  City  departments  to  use  energy  and 
natural  resources  more  efficiently,  and  the  Department  of 
Environment  responded  by  identifying  ten  construction  projects  that 
would  serve  to  showcase  the  latest  in  “green”  architecture.  This 
innovation  and  leadership,  coupled  with  the  work  of  partner  City 
departments,  put  San  Francisco  in  the  forefront  of  municipal 
resource  conservation,  and  sets  an  example  for  the  rest  of  the  coun- 
try to  follow. 

In  addition  to  our  green  building  initiative,  San  Francisco  has 
reduced  toxic  pesticide  use  by  over  fifty  percent  in  City  parks  and 
introduced  over  300  low  emission  vehicles  into  the  City  fleet.  Last 
September  I cut  the  green  ribbon  at  the  EcoCenter  opening,  the 
public’s  first  municipal  environmental  information  center.  All  of 
these  programs  show  the  early  successes  of  SE  Environment  and 
demonstrate  San  Erancisco’s  commitment  to  a healthy  and  sustain- 
able future. 


We  San  Eranciscans  should  be  thankful  for  the  home  that  nature 
gave  us.  I am  proud  of  the  City’s  environmental  accomplishments 
to  date.  But  there  is  still  a lot  to  do.  The  legacy  we  leave  depends 
on  our  continued  commitment  to  enviromnental  conservation,  pro- 
tection and  restoration. 


Willie  L.  Brown,  Jr. 


3 1223  05953  7929 
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Letter  from  the  Director 


As  we  enter  the  new  millennium,  people 
around  the  world  are  making  stewardship  of 
the  environment  a personal  and  political  prior- 
ity. And  in  San  Francisco,  one  of  the  most 
environmentally  minded  communities  in  the 
nation,  the  City  and  its  residents  are  working 
together  to  create  an  impressive  array  of  pro- 
grams and  legislation  to  preserve  and  improve 
our  quality  of  life. 

In  the  past  year  alone,  San  Francisco  banned  the  sale  of  danger- 
ously toxic  mercury  fever  thermometers,  prioritized  the  restoration 
of  native  plant  and  animal  habitat,  worked  to  improve  air  quality  by 
bringing  less-polluting  street  sweepers,  buses,  and  taxicabs  into 
service,  and  moved  to  urge  the  labeling  of  genetically  engineered 
foods. 

The  year  2000  was  an  especially  productive  year  for 
SF  Environment,  too.  We  gained  a hard-hitting  clean  air  program 
as  part  of  a consolidation  of  city  environmental  services.  We  moved 
into  a beautiful  “green”  civic  center  office  space  complete  with  a 
public  information  center.  We  developed  a whole  new  look  and 
logo  for  the  department  as  part  of  our  marketing  and  outreach 
plans.  Our  staff  and  budget  grew  by  over  100  percent. 

Each  of  the  programs  administered  by  SF  Environment  have  seen 
major  successes.  We  will  continue  to  work  in  coordination  with 
other  City  departments  and  with  neighborhood  groups  to  make 
sure  that  the  environmental  needs  of  the  City  are  being  met. 

These  pages  highlight  some  of  SF  Envifonment’s  greatest  successes 
of  2000.  We’re  very  proud  of  our  work  and  hope  you  are  too.  We 
do  it  with  the  health  and  well  being  of  every  San  Franciscan 
in  mind. 


For  the  environment. 


Francesca  Victor 
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SF  Environment 


SF  Environment  is  the  Department  of  the  Environment  for  the  City 
& County  of  San  Erancisco. 

Our  mission  is  to  improve,  enhance,  and  preserve  the  environment, 
and  to  promote  San  Erancisco’s  long-term  environmental  well 
being.  We  help  neighborhood  groups  meet  their  environmental 
interests  by  matching  them  up  with  the  right  City  departments,  and 
provide  a central  outlet  for  environmental  information  and  referral 
services. 

SF  Environment  advises  the  Mayor  and  Board  of  Supervisors  on  all 
environmental  matters,  develops  environmental  policies  and  legis- 
lation and  coordinates  the  City’s  environmental  programs 

SF  ENVIRONMENT  STAFF 

Francesca  Victor,  Director 

Appointed  by  Mayor  Willie  L.  Brown,  Jr.  April  1,  1999 

Tom  Adams,  Clean  Air  Pj-ogram  Coordinator 

Clark  Aganon,  Clean  Air  Program  Coordinator 

Hillary  Amsberry,  Grants  Coordinator 

David  Assmann,  Deputy  Director 

Stuart  Baker,  Clean  Air  Program  Coordinator 

Cal  Broomhead,  Resource  Efficiency  Program  Manager 

Sraddha  Mehta,  Commission  Secretary 

Claudia  Molina,  Administrative  Support 

Mark  Palmer,  Resource-efficient  Building  Coordinator 

Deborah  O.  Raphael,  Integrated  Pest  Management  Coordinator 

Rick  Ruvolo,  Clean  Air  Program  Manager 

Paul  Sacamano,  Urban  Forestry  Coordinator 

Sally  Scott,  Vanpool  Driver 

Nelly  Sun,  Executive  Secretary 

Mark  Westlund,  Public  Information  Officei’ 

Interns:  Paul  Carlisle,  Thomas  Church,  Andrew  Duff,  Jacob  Glickel, 
David  Grounds,  Michelle  Kriceri,  Adrienne  Priselac,  Deanna  Simon, 
Melissa  Tenag,  Sarah  Wright 
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RESOURCE  EEFICIENCY  PROGRAM 


Ten  green  building  projects  are  in  the  works! 

SF  Environment’s  Resource  Efficiency  Program  coordinates  the 
city’s  resource  efficiency  and  energy  conservation  efforts.  It 
provides  resource  reduction  and  energy  conservation  tips  to  city 
employees  and  the  general  public. 

The  Resource  Efficiency  Program  is  responsible  for  implement- 
ing the  City’s  Resource  Efficient  Building  Ordinance.  Resource- 
efficient  buildings  - also  called  “green”  buildings  - are 
designed,  constmcted,  and  operated  in  an  energy-efficient  and 
environmentally  friendly  manner.  These  buildings  save  the  City 
money,  while  cutting  down  on  the  amount  of  energy,  water  and 
materials  used. 

The  City’s  1999  Resource  Efficient  Building  Ordinance  mandates 
that  SF  Environment  develop  and  manage  a portfolio  of  pilot 
projects,  the  intent  being  that  after  a three  year  period,  enough 
data  would  be  collected  to  propose  green  building  code 
amendments  and  guidelines  for  all  city  buildings. 


A The  West  End  Pavillion  in  Golden  Gate  Park  will  have  a hung  roof. 
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GREEN  BUILDING  PILOT  PROJECTS 


San  Erancisco’s  Green  Building  Pilot  Projects 

California  Academy  of  Sciences 

San  Francisco’s  science  museum  is  undergoing  a major  makeover, 
showcasing  on-site  renewable  energy  generation,  energy  and 
water-efficiency,  and  environmentally  friendly  building  materials. 

EcoCenter 

With  non-toxic  paint,  recycled  carpet,  and  innovative  flooring,  the 
EcoCenter  demonstrates  how  to  renovate  an  older  structure  in  an 
environmentally  sensitive  manner.  Completed  in  September  2000. 

Golden  Gate  Park  Concourse  Parking  Garage 

The  new  garage  in  Golden  Gate  Park  will  use  building  materials 
recycled  from  the  nearby  California  Academy  of  Sciences  project. 


Islais  Creek  Muni  Maintenance  Facility 

This  bus  maintenance  and  storage  facility  will  showcase  green 
building  features  such  as  natural  lighting,  high-performance  win- 
dow glazing,  and  recycled  building  materials. 

Laguna  Honda  Hospital 

Most  of  the  existing  hospital  will  be  demolished  and  rebuilt,  inte- 
grating environmentally  sensitive  features  into  both  its  design  and 
operations.  Set  to  begin  in  2001,  Laguna  Honda  Hospital  will  be 
the  first  green  hospital  in  the  nation. 

Moscone  Convention  Center  Expansion 

Moscone  Center  is  recycling  construction  and  demolition  debris  in 
order  to  minimize  the  amount  of  waste  being  sent  to  landfills. 
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GREEN  BUILDING  PILOT  PROJECTS 


525  Golden  Gate  Municipal  Office  Tower 

The  building  now  occupying  the  site  will  be  demolished,  the 
debris  recycled,  and  an  exemplary  “green”  office  tower  built  in 
its  place. 

New  Mission  Park  Recreation  Center 

This  new  recreation  center  will  incorporate  natural  lighting, 
recycled  constmction  materials,  non-toxic  paints,  and  landscap- 
ing with  native  plants.  Set  to  begin  in  fall  2001. 

Visitacion  Valley  Community  Center 

This  recreation  center  will  feature  water-saving  toilets,  energy 
efficient  and  natural  lighting,  locally  produced  clay  tile,  non- 
toxic paints,  and  reuse  of  construction  debris.  Set  to  begin  in 
summer  2001. 

West  End  Pavilion 

This  new  clubhouse,  designed  by  renowned  architect  Sim  Van 
der  Ryn,  will  feaaire  a living  roof  covered  with  sedum  plants, 
which  will  blend  the  stmcture  into  the  park  ecology.  This  proj- 
ect includes  natural  lighting  and  natural  materials. 
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ECOCENTER 


San  Francisco’s  emiromttental  inforttmtion  ceiUer  opens  its  doors 


In  September  2000,  Mayor 
Willie  Brown  cut  the  green 
ribbon  at  SF  Environment’s 
new  environmental  informa- 
tion center,  the  EcoCenter. 

The  EcoCenter  is  the  place 
to  go  to  find  out  about  what 
the  City  & County  of  San 
Francisco  is  doing  to  protect 
the  environment. 

The  EcoCenter  is  the  City’s  first  completed  green  building  pilot  proj- 
ect. It  demonstrates  how  to  remodel  an  existing  older  structure  in 
an  environmentally  sensitive  manner;  in  this  case,  the  building  dates 
back  to  1906.  It  was  built  right  after  the  Great  Earthquake. 

“At  the  EcoCenter,  San 
Franciscans  and  visitors  alike  can 
learn  about  what  city  government 
does  to  protect  our  enviromnent, 
we  also  have  displays  demon- 
strating how  individuals  can 
make  their  homes  more  resource 
and  energy  efficient,”  said  SF 
Environment  director  Francesca 
Victor.  “It’s  particularly  satisfying 
to  me  that  the  EcoCenter  itself  is 
a green  building.  We  are  walking 
our  talk” 

EcoCenter  features  some  the  most  advanced  green  products  cur- 
rently available.  To  save  energy,  fluorescent  lights  are  hooked  up  to 
sensors  enabling  them  to  dim  during  daylight  hours  and  then  adjust 
to  full  brightness  in  the  evening.  The  walls  are  covered  with  non- 
toxic paint  to  help  maintain  good  indoor  air  quality.  Safety  flooring 
on  the  wheelchair  ramp  is  made  out  of  recycled  automobile  tires. 
Other  flooring  materials  include  recycled  and  reused  carpeting. 
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ECOCENTER 


bamboo,  and  an  entry  way  made  out  of  wood  salvaged  from  a 
hurricane-felled  tree  from  President  Andrew  Jackson’s 
Tennessee  estate.  Employee  workstations  and  office  furniture 
are  made  out  of  rice  straw,  wheat  straw  and  other  agricultural 
waste  that  would  otherwise  have  been  burned  or  sent  to  landfill. 
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BETTER  WAYS  TO  CONTROL  WEEDS  AND  PESTS 


Record  pesticide  reductions  set  the  stage  for  a successfid  year 

Four  hundred  hungry  goats  and  tons  of 
corn  meal  mulch  prevent  weeds  from 
taking  over  City  parks  and  watersheds. 
Giant  heaters  kill  termite  colonies  deep 
inside  of  building  walls.  And  donut- 
shaped devices  floating  in  City  ponds 
release  mosquito-eating  microorgan- 
isms. San  Francisco  is  pioneering  envi- 
ronmentally sound  ways  to  manage 
urban  pests,  and  other  city  govern- 
ments are  taking  notice. 

San  Francisco  adopted  an  Integrated 
Pest  Management  (IPM)  ordinance  in 
October  1996,  which  commits  the  City 
to  a pest  management  approach  on  its 
own  property  that  minimizes  the  use  of 
toxic  chemicals  and  gets  rid  of  pests  by  methods  that  pose  a lower 
risk  to  public  and  environmental  health. 

Since  the  ordinance  has  been  in  place,  we’ve  reduced  overall  pes- 
ticide and  herbicide  use  in  City  parks  and  open  space  by  more  than 
50%  and  have  eliminated  the  use  of  products  containing  the  most 
dangerous  ingredients. 

SF  Environment’s  IPM 
program  is  one  of  the 
best  of  its  kind  any- 
where in  the  world, 
and  other  city  govern- 
ments are  taking  notice. 

“I’ve  been  getting  calls 
from  around  the  coun- 
try, even  from  Europe, 
asking  how  to  set  up  an 
effective  pest  manage- 
ment program,”  says 
program  coordinator 
Debbie  Raphael. 


A Gardeners  in  Golden  Gate  Park  use  “/lameis " 
to  control  weeds 


A A herd  of 400 goats  keeps  weeds  under 
control  at  Hetch  Hetchy. 
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BETTER  WAYS  TO  CONTROL  WEEDS  AND  PESTS 


In  order  to  share  its  pest  management 
know-how,  SF  Environment  hosts  an 
annual  IPM  conference  that  is  open  to 
San  Francisco  gardening  and  mainte- 
nance staff.  Because  of  the  keen 
interest  in  San  Francisco’s  innovative 
practices,  we  opened  the  conference 
for  the  first  time  this  year  to  IPM  prac- 
titioners from  other  cities  and  govern- 
ment agencies. 

Mayor  Brown  presented  special  com- 
mendations to  City  employees  and 
departments  that  made  remarkable 
achievements  in  pest  management. 

Award  recipients  included  MUNI's 

"No  Roaches  on  these 
Coaches"  campaign;  SF 
General  Hospital  for  its 
gardens  keeping  its  pest- 
free  by  completely  organ- 
ic means;  the  Public 
Utility  Commission  for 
pioneering  non-chemical 
weed  control;  and 
Recreation  and  Park 
Department  gardener  Bob 
Fiorello,  who  has  shown 
tremendous  leadership  in 
developing  pest  control 
strategies. 


▲ Hand  tools  are  better  than  pesticides 
when  restoring  native  plant  habitat. 


A Mayor  Brown  recognized 

Recreation  & Park  Department’s 
Bob  Fiorello  for  outstanding  work 
in  pest  management. 


2000  Annual  Report 


11 


CLEAN  AIR  PROGRAM 


A netv  home  for  an  existing  program  that  makes  strides  in 
reducing  air  pollution! 


▲ San  Francisco  has  over  300  vehicles  in  its  fleet 
powered  by  zero  and  low-emission  engines. 


A Over  2000  city  employees  use  the  commuter 
check  program. 


The  Clean  Air  Program  has 
been  part  of  City  operations 
since  1993,  but  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  SF  Environment 
in  2000  from  its  longtime 
home  in  the  Department  of 
Administrative  Services. 

The  Program  works  on  air 
quality  issues  by  implement- 
ing a variety  of  projects.  Its 
primary  mission  is  to  re- 
duce automobile  emissions 
through  programs  that  pro- 
mote trip  reduction,  transit 
incentives,  and  environmen- 
tally friendly  vehicles. 

The  Clean  Air  Program  is 
also  responsible  for  imple- 
menting the  Healthy  Air  and 
Smog  Prevention  Ordinance, 
which  requires  that  all  new 
vehicles  the  City  purchases 
must  mn  on  cleaner  burning 
alternative  fuels  such  as 
compressed  namral  gas  and 
electricity. 


The  Clean  Air  Program  also  coordinates  other  programs  designed  to 
keep  City  employees  out  of  their  cars,  including; 

Commuter  Check:  A pre-tax  transit  cost  reimbursement  program 
for  City  employees.  Over  2,000  employees  are  saving  up  to  40%  on 
their  transit  costs. 
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CLEAN  AIR  PROGRAM 


Video  teleconferencing  for  the  Hall  of  Justice  and  San  Bruno 
County  Jail.  This  program,  an  innovative  approach  to  reducing 
vehicle  trips,  was  recognized  with  an  award  from  the  U.  S. 
Environmental  Protection  Agency. 

Bicycles:  A program  to  put  both  police  officers  and  city  gar- 
deners on  bicycles.  There  are  currently  more  than  200  bicycles 
in  this  program. 

An  employee  shuttle  between  Civic  Center  BART  to  the  Hall 
of  Justice  - the  shuttle  saves  approximately  100  vehicle  trips 
each  day. 

The  summertime  Spare  the  Air 
program  notifies  employees  of 
the  worst  air  quality  days. 

Bike  to  Work  Day.  This  highly 
publicized  May  event  promote 
the  use  of  bicycles  in  the  City 
and  manages  the  City  Hall  Bike 
Room  that  includes  shower  and 
locker  facilities  for  bike  riders. 
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Commission  on  the  Environment 


The  Commission  on  the  Environment  was  estab- 
lished in  1995.  There  are  seven  commissioners 
appointed  by  the  Mayor,  who  each  serve  a four- 
year  term  at  the  Mayor’s  pleasure. 

Randall  Hayes,  President 
Parin  Shah,  Vice  President 
Rev.  Sally  Bingham 
Shelley  Bradford-Bell 
Patricia  Chang 
Rebecca  Evans 
Robert  K.  Werbe 

The  Commission  on  the  Environment  makes  environmental  policy 
recommendations  to  the  Mayor  and  Board  of  Supervisors,  usually  in 
the  form  of  resolutions.  Over  the  past  year,  many  of  the  resolutions 
passed  by  the  Commission  were  eventually  heard  before  the  Board 
of  Supervisors  and  have  been  enacted  into  City  and  County  policy. 

The  Commission  meets  the  third  Monday  of  each  month  in  City  Hall 
room  400.  Meetings  are  open  to  the  public. 


Commission  on  the  Environment  Resolutions  2000 

• Urging  all  ferry  operators  on  the  Bay  to  pursue  cleaner 
marine  technologies,  adopt  diesel  emissions  reduction  strate- 
gies, and  develop  alternative  fuel  demonstration  projects  to 
help  protect  air  and  water  quality.  (Sponsored  by  Supervisor 
Gavin  Newsom,  pending  vote  in  2001.) 

• Urging  a ban  on  the  intentional  release  of  all  balloons  into  the 
air.  (Sponsored  by  Supervisor  Leslie  Katz,  pending  vote  in  2001.) 

• Urging  the  Mayor  and  Board  of  Supervisors  to  make  urban 
forestry  a high  priority  in  San  Erancisco.  (Related  legislation 
sponsored  by  Supervisors  Leslie  Katz  and  Mark  Leno,  adopted 
by  the  Board  of  Supervisors  in  2001.) 
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Commission  on  the  Environment 


Urging  the  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco  to  give  pref- 
erence to  certified  organic  food  vendors  and  to  urge  the 
Federal  Government  to  label  and  test  genetically  engi- 
neered foods,  as  well  as  to  assign  liability  to  the  commer- 
cial developers  of  this  technology.  (Amended  version 
sponsored  by  Supervisor  Gavin  Newsom,  adopted  by  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  in  2000.) 

Endorsing  the  restoration  of  San  Francisco  Bay  Estuary 
and  supporting  the  restoration  of  wetlands  at  Candlestick 
Point  State  Recreation  Area.  (Sponsored  by  Supervisor  Mark 
Leno,  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors  in  2000.) 

Urging  the  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco  to  oppose  the 
use  of  non-recycled  content  plastic  beverage  bottles. 
(Sponsored  by  Supervisor  Sue  Bierman,  adopted  by  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  in  2000.) 

Endorsing  restoration  of  habitat  favorable  to  the  California 
quail  in  City  parks  and  open  spaces,  and  recommending 
that  the  California  quail  be  adopted  as  the  official  bird  of 
the  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco.  (Sponsored  by 
Supervisor  Leslie  Katz,  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
in  2000.) 

Supporting  the  creation  of  wetlands  on  Treasure  Island 
and  Yerba  Buena  Island.  (Sponsored  by  Supervisor  Mark 
Leno,  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors  in  2000.) 

Urging  the  San  Francisco  Municipal  Railway  to  adopt  a pol- 
icy of  no  new  diesel  buses,  and  that  future  purchases  shall 
only  be  powered  by  zero  or  low-emission  fuel  sources. 
(Related  legislation  sponsored  by  Supervisor  Yaki  and 
adopted  in  2000.) 

Urging  San  Francisco  Retirement  Board  to  divest  from 
Occidental  Petroleum  on  account  of  the  company’s  sub- 
stantial contributions  to  global  warming,  toxic  chemical 
pollution,  and  rainforest  degradation  and  human  rights 
abuses  at  drilling  sites.  (Sponsored  by  Supervisor  Mark 
Leno  and  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors  on  in  2000.) 
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Department  of  the  Environment 
Fiscal  Year  2000-2001 
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SF  Environment 

We  make  it  easy  for  residents  to  find  out  what  the  City  is  doing 
to  protect  the  environment. 

Call  us  or  drop  us  a line  and  we  will  give  you  a free  guide  to 
the  environmental  services  provided  by  City  departments  and 
non-profit  organizations. 

Visit  www.sfenvironment.com  to  find  out  the  latest  news. 

Visit  us  in  person  at  the  EcoCenter  to  get  hands-on  information 
about  green  building  products,  alternatives  to  toxic  chemicals, 
tips  to  save  energy,  and  much,  much  more! 


SF  Environment 
11  Grove  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94102 


415/554-6390 

environment@ci.sf.ca.us 
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